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Hononga Aotearoa mo nga Kura Karaitiana

9 March 2004

Right to Education Submissions

Human Rights Commission Te Kahui Tika Tangata

PO Box 6751

Auckland 1030

The New Zealand Association for Christian Schools (NZACS) thanks the Human Rights Commission for sending us the Right to Education document as part of the process of developing the NZAPHR

The following is a final copy similar to our previous draft submission.

The membership of NZACS consists of 59 schools that are full members and several more that have representatives that are associate members.  The association has an informal relationship with about 24 other Christian schools.  The full member schools have a total of about 9000 students and the other 30 schools about 3000 students.  Most of these schools have waiting lists of prospective students often as large as 50% of the existing role.  We are also aware of many families who wish to educate their children in a Christian school but for geographical or financial reasons cannot, and so do not attempt to apply to be on such a waiting list.  It is estimated that 4000 children in these families are home educated, and thousands more reluctantly send their children to the local state school.  Thus we represent a group which has much to gain or lose from government moves to support the rights of families to educate their children in the kind of education of their choice.

We wholeheartedly support the notion that the people of Aotearoa, NZ and the government which represents them should recognise, defend and promote the right to education.

We wholeheartedly believe that all parents should act upon their right and responsibility to educate their children.  In this sense we agree that elementary education should be compulsory, and that governments in support of this have the right to ensure parents fulfil this role.  However, we do not support the notion that schooling is the only way to educate children.  Parents should have the right to demonstrate that they are making reasonable efforts to educate their children by alternative methods such as education in the home, and that the means required to demonstrate this does not prejudice against their ability to make these efforts.

We question the notion of free education as all education comes at a cost.  This cost may be in taxes, sacrificial effort and/or payment of supplementary costs.  If families and especially children are aware of these personal costs they are more likely to value and own their children’s education.  We prefer the notion of acceptable education being equally available and accessible to all families who are citizens of NZ.  This reflects the original spirit of the concept of “free” education.

We wholeheartedly support the idea that “education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality, to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and to enable full and effective participation in a free society.”

We wholeheartedly support the idea that “parents have prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children”.  We believe it is this right that the people and government of NZ currently fail to adequately defend.

Since the Education Act of 1877 in which the right to education was supported by the institutionalisation of free, compulsory and secular education, the fundamental nature of this education has changed.  In 1877 secular meant of a Christian nature but not sectarian.  Now it has come to mean non-religious.  Thus, whereas God and the Christian faith were historically seen as foundational to and relevant to all of life and the content and process of education, such notions are now ignored or treated as optional beliefs peripheral to the real substance of education.  To many committed Christians this is tantamount to indoctrination in atheism.

Many NZ parents who view their religious faith as basic to all of life and education find their prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children not supported by the current provisions made for education in Aotearoa.  If they live in a larger population area and have ample financial resources they are able to choose a private school.  If their financial resources are limited (as is the case for most families) they can hope to enrol their children in an integrated school if one exists near their home.  However, the maximum roles of these schools are constrained by the will of the Minister of Education.  Hence most of the integrated schools we represent have large waiting lists of families who have been denied the right of the education of the kind they want for their children.

We would like to include some anecdotes from schools who are unable to serve all the families in their area with the educational opportunities that the school provides.  However these schools say they do not want to jeopardise the ongoing negotiations they are having with the Ministry of Education over these issues.  These examples include:

· Integrated schools who have been refused maximum roll increases, 

· An independent school refused integration despite ERO reports saying they are ideally suited to be integrated, 

· Integrated primary schools refused permission to become composite schools despite long waiting lists and the local state secondary schools having to cope with increasing numbers. 

· An integrated school granted a maximum roll increase on the condition they do not apply again for seven years!

· Integrated schools with a long waiting list having to wait until the summer holidays to be told they have been granted a maximum roll increase for the next year, by which time it is too late to organise enrolments.

In each of these cases the reason given for refusals or delays are something outside of the school’s control.

As secretary to the executive of the association I periodically receive communication from parents like the following:

Hi my names Rosanna -----.  I have a 13year old son Matthew for whom I’ve been searching for a good high school to put him in.  The problem is I keep getting my emails I’ve sent to the Auckland high schools sent back to me so maybe if someone could please help me out it would be greatly appreciated.  Unfortunately the high schools in this area do not cater for the Christian children.  I was wondering if there was any chance of my son attending a good school and if I could have a prospectus sent to my home address at --------------

The Christian schools themselves receive many more of these calls than I do.

Clearly, families with a limited budget need the financial resources to access the school of their choice rather than just the local secular school.  This could be achieved by 

1) Lifting the restrictions on the maximum roll of integrated schools so that the only hindrance to an increase in roll is the school’s actual capacity to take these students, and that the ministry of education be given a dead line to approve such increases for the following year

2) Similarly, the approval of the integration of a private school being not dependent on factors outside the control of the proprietors of the school.

And/or

3)
Allowing the funding of all school students in NZ to be the same regardless of the school they attend.  Objections to this type of system, which opponents have labelled as the “voucher system”, have often focused on the idea that this system funds the education of the rich.  We contend that in a democracy the rich will educate their children the way they wish whatever the system.  Those who are not rich need to be given the equal opportunity to have this choice.

Thank you for allowing us to contribute to the discussion.

John Norsworthy

On behalf of the Executive

NZ Association for Christian Schools
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