Techno-challenge - “The changing nature of work and the consequences of this for individuals and for society”

Rationale:
This unit’s aims are directly connected to the mission and aims of Bethlehem College, e.g. preparing students for effective service and leadership, equipping them for work and service in the world. To be effective servant workers consistent with one’s deepest personal convictions and motivations, it is important to understand the Christian thinking and values related to work and the changes occurring in the world which will effect their work patterns and needed skills.

Aims:
After completing this unit, students should be better able to:

1. Understand and explain how attitudes to work have changed over time.

2. Understand something of biblical Christian values related to work.

3. Share their understanding of their own work values.

4. Demonstrate how values and attitudes to work vary from time to time and between communities.

5. Identify the factors affecting their own choices of work and the challenges involved in preparing for future work.

6. Begin planning the course of action needed to eventually fulfill their calling in the work they do, consistent with their person4l convictions and motivations.

Sequence of learning content and activities:

References to the text book are to: Lesley Taylor, The Changing World of Work, New House Publishers, Auckland, 1999.

1. My work experiences. Using the tables on the sheets provided students write about their personal work experience and discuss in class their thoughts. Discuss how that although the money may be the reason for the work, the employer pays for a service. To serve you should make your goals the goals of your employer while doing the job.

2. The Origins of Work. Genesis 1: 26-30 and 2: 5, 15 and 18-20 are read. This is called the “Dominion Mandate”. Students can list the types of work Adam must have done, e.g. work the ground, harvest the crops, describe living things and give them names, and discuss which specialist would do them now. Discuss the concept of management rather than exploitation of the earth as fulfilling the role of rulership. Note the need to first multiply so that cooperation of many specialists could occur to achieve the development and conservation of Earth. Note that Eve was created not to be a subordinate baby maker but to be a complementary workmate.

3. Definition of Work. Develop through class discussion a working definition of work such as: That which one does to fulfill God’s calling on your life to bless others with services or products of your work. We were made to work.

4. Possible Careers. Discuss in class the factors which will affect your choice of career such as your type of personality, your motivations, your gifts (talents), the qualifications needed, the quality of career guidance you seek and receive.

5. The First and Major Change in the Nature of Work. Genesis 3:16 — 19 is read. Discuss how that with sin came frustration with work, the dislike of work and hence laziness. Discuss how lack of work ethic in a community can lead to poverty (Proverbs 6: 6-11), while countries with a strong work ethic have usually prospered. Note that Gen 3:16 pinpoints the ultimate origin of the exploitation of women in work.

6. Work in Ancient Times. See page 2 of the text Activity 1:1 Explore the range of specialists and note that many were based on race, sex or class distinctions. Even God’s people the Jews fell into (or did not rise out of) these attitudes and patterns. A discussion of the 7 day week - 6 day work I day blob out (sabbath) pattern - arising out of the biblical law may be valuable here. Maybe also a comment about how many believe the collapse of the Roman Empire was mainly due to a loss of will to work together.

7. Christ and Work. Into this ancient setting came a radical, Jesus Christ. Using the worksheet provided develop discussion about how He was radically different. Discuss how attitude is important to Christ. Discuss how the implications of the gospel (eg Gal 3: 28) have been resisted in the sphere of work for centuries. Discuss the abolition of slavery and the emancipation of women in work as out workings of the gospel, but sadly resisted by conservative Christians of their age.

8. The Agricultural Age. See page 3 Activities 1: 2,3 Note the inventions by monks such as the horse collar, the chimney, the cam shaft and latterly the mechanical clock were significant technological changes affecting work.

9. The Industrial Age. See page 4 Activities 2 Video — Arkwright / Cotton Industry A discussion of how people react religiousl~r to the uncertainty of change and deprivation — Wesleyan revivals in the 18 century which in turn led to the I 9~” century reformers to save slaves and children from exploitation.

10. Types of work. See page 11 Activities 8 Work Experience Survey Using the charts provided each student surveys at least three family members of friends. Analysis of these could include graphical displays of the types of work done (primary, secondary, tertiary), the length of time people were in jobs, amount of qualifications required, etc. Discuss the conclusions and implications for students’ future work.

11. Work in Early NZ. See page 5 Activities 3

Page 6 Activities 4

Page 7 Activities 5
A discussion of these extreme attitudes quoted and a comparison with a pre Christian Jewish attitude in Proverbs 31 makes for interesting learning experience.

12. Changing Times, Changing Roles see page 8, 9 Activities 6

page 10 Activities 7

13. Changing Kinds of Work Revise page 11 Grouping Exercises.

See page 12,13 Activities 10

14. Changing Technology
see table pg 14, Act 12.1 p15, Act 12.2,

table pg 15, page 16.

15. Changing work Patterns
see diag p20, Act 17 p21

16. Planning My Work Career unit with Mr Dyer

WORK IN ANCIENT TIMES

In the group, read page 2 and then answer these questions.

Make a list of some of the early specialist ‘lobs” in pre Christian cities and villages.

What jobs did women tend to do in ancient times?

What do you know about different classes of people in Greek and Roman cities?

What things were done in the home but are usually not done there now?

CHRIST AND WORK

What main law about work did the ancient Israelites get from God?

What did the later Jews such as the Pharisees do with this law?

What does Matthew 12: 1-14 show us about Jesus’ attitude to this approach? 

What do these verses teach us about how Jesus should change our attitude to work?

Matthew 5:40,41
Colossians 3: 23

What implication does Galatians 3: 26 —29 have on work expectations and roles?

What does this passage tell us about laziness? 2 Thessalonians 3: 6 — 15

What practical ways can we promote a good work ethic rather than slothfulness?
