HEBRON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

Statement of a Sixth Form Certificate course in

Christian Missions

Name of the Course:
Missiology

Description This course reviews the impact of past Christian Missions and explores the potential of Christian Missions to provide service in this generation in order to help alleviate suffering in the world.

Aims:

1. To promote an understanding of the width of endeavour that Christian Missions encompass.

2. To increase awareness of the impact on the history of the world that Christian Missions have had.

3. To recoqnise the human needs around the world and in New Zealand which Christian Missions can endeavour to meet.

4. To develop an understanding of culture and an awareness of the importance of this understanding in Christian Missions.

5. To encourage commitment to fulfilling the goals of the Christian Mission.

6. To identify personal gifts and abilities which may be used to fulfill the Christian Mission.

Objectives:

On completion of a course of study based on this syllabus statement, students should be able to:

1. Identify the main thrusts of Biblical teaching regarding God’s commission to Christians, and present from the Scriptures an outline of the endeavours which the Bible encourages Christians to seek to fulfill.

2. Locate, gather and process historical information about Christian missionaries and their impact on society.

3. Organize, analyze and interpret effectively geographical information related to the opportunity for Christian Mission.

4. Define culture and biculturalism and identify the aspects of one’s culture such as language, body language, and social expectations and structures which affect communication.

5. Develop an awareness of the needs of others in the local and world community and a commitment to help meet these needs.

6. Make vocational choices on the basis of an understanding of their personal gifts and abilities and with an understanding of that vocation’s contribution to the whole mission of life.

CONTENT
The Mission Defined:

The Biblical foundations for the Christian Mission.

(a) Resource management [e.g. Genesis 1:28]

(b) Service to the needy — the poor, disabled, unemployed, sick, politically oppressed, emotionally scarred, etc
[e.g. Luke 4:18]

(c) Evangelism and discipleship. [e.g. Matthew 28:18—20]

The History of the Mission:

(a) A survey of pioneer evangelists and apostles from the first apostles (e.g Paul) through to modern missionaries.

(b) A survey of Christian servants to the needy through periods of history.

(c) A survey of Christian pioneers in technology and migration.

(d) Reflections on the effect of the above (a) - (c) above on the morale and quality of life of the people and on the environment.

The Geography of the Mission:

(a) A survey of distribution of religious faiths, poverty, political oppression, quality of life factors, population and food supply around the world in order to identify areas of need.

(b) A survey of how well these needs are being addressed.

(c) Identify areas of need of people living in New Zealand.

The Anthropology of the Mission:

(a) Define culture and Biblical teaching about culture.

(b) Learn the skill, correct attitude and knowledge which enables one to function effectively across cultures.

(c) Identify effective means for communicating the Gospel across cultures.

The Strategies of the Mission:

(a) The Christian’s equipment - identifying individual gifts and callings and the need for appropriate training.

(b) The target - identifying strategies for effective service to specific need groups.

METHOD:

Learning experiences will include:

audio visual presentations research

summarizing parts of texts visiting speakers classroom discussion visiting local Christian missions projects

assignments

essay writing interviewing missionaries

TEXTS AND RESOURCES:

Winter, Ralph D. & Hawthorne, Steven C. Perspectives On the World Christian Movement. © 1981

Published:
William Carey Library

Jansen, F.J. Target Earth © 1989

Published University of the Nations, Hawaii.

Richardson, D. Eternity in their Hearts © 1981

Published:
Royal Books, Ventura, California.

Sookhdeo, Patrick. Sharing Good News © 1991

Published:
Scripture Union.

Johnstone, Patrick. Operation World
Published:
World Evangelisation Crusade

ASSESSMENT:

Overall book work and classroom contribution.
5%

The Mission Defined
A 600 word essay outlining the Scriptural mandates of the Christian responsibility.

The student will be expected to identify specific

Scriptures and describe the implication and

application of such.


10%

History of the Mission
i)
Each student shall present a two page essay (minimum) in which they record their findings from research

a) into the life of a missionary of their choice.



5%

b)
into a missionary organization

e.g.
Sisters of Mercy, Leprosy Mission, World


Vision,
5%

ii) A research project into the history of missions in one particular society or country. The student may present their findings in one of the following ways.

a 800 word essay

a visual display of equivalent effort

a time line with supporting documentation


15%

Geography of the Mission
i) The student will choose one aspect of human need such as poverty, life expectancy, infant mortality, ... and conduct research into its distribution and intensity throughout the world.

The information which they find will be presented graphically — on a world map, using a data base and related graphic printouts, etc


10%

ii) The student write a written report describing their visit to a mission to the local community [ie, soup kitchen, food bank, Salvation Army, etc] 6%

They will also give a speech to another class group


about their findings.
4%

Anthropology of the Mission
i) Each student will write a two page essay in which they demonstrate their understanding of ‘culture’. They will be expected to show an understanding of ‘the layers of a culture’ — such things as: world view, beliefs, values and behaviour. 5%

ii) The student will conduct a study of the cultures represented in a New Zealand metropolitan area.

e.g. Auckland and present an overview of this information.

Then each student will choose one cultural group, and identify perceived needs, barriers to effective cross—cultural communication and some suggested ways of overcoming these difficulties. 20%

Strategies of the Mission
I) Each student will interview a New Zealander involved in overseas mission. In particular they will discuss how the person decided to become involved in their particular field of endeavour - i.e, gifts, training, experience, sense of call

The findings from the interview can be presented

in a two page written report or

a tape recording with comments

a video recording, edited to include comments from student.



8%

ii) Each student will write an essay in which they outline their own gifts and explore areas of mission in which they could be involved. Students can identify the nature of such mission in terms of scope and endeavour, and the likely course of training and experience which would be required for


such involvement.
7%

The Christian Mission
	
	EARTH MANAGEMENT
	SERVICE TO HUMANITY
	EVANGELISM & DESCIPLESHIP

	Biblical Foundations

THE COMMISSION
	Genesis 1:28  Environmental management, human population dispersement.  The Rulership role of believers.
	Luke 4:18  Meeting the needs of the poor, the oppressed, the captives, the sick, the psychologically and spiritually bruised.

The Servant role of believers.
	Matthew 28:18-20  Reaching the world with the Gospel, teaching and training disciples.

The Priestly role of believers.

	Historical View

HISTORY
	1.1

A study of Christian pioneers in science and technology and the chain effect they have had on “progress”.

A survey of Christian pioneers in migration and conservation.
	1.2
A study of Christian servants to the needy from the first church in Jerusalem through to modern servants of Christ (such as Mother Teresa)
	1.3
A study of missionaries from the first apostles through to modern missionaries.

Reflections on how they have shaped history.

	Geographical View

GEOGRAPHY
	2.1
A study of economic development, population distribution and the environmental impact of these.  Reflections on how well we are addressing these problems.
	2.2
A study of the distribution of poverty, population food supply, political oppression and other factors relating to quality of life.
	2.3
A study of the distribution of religious faiths, of the sources of Christian missions and the targets of missionaries.

	Anthropological View

CULTURE
	3.1
The effect of culture on family planning, conservation, technological advance.  Bridging the ‘culture gap’ to effect change.
	3.2
Understanding social structures and roles which hinder or aid the quality of life.
	3.3
Recognising residual truth in cultures.  Identifying the gospel as fulfillment of cultures.  Communicating the gospel across culture.

	Strategies

IMPLEMENTATION
	Identifying you personal gifts and calling.  Recognising the need for, and training for the task.

Identifying ways of reaching specific groups of people.


1

